
seeing numerous approaches to this 

predicament. We have heard that some 

data-owners are not interested in the UK as a 

market and do not want to be involved in 

discussions. Therefore, the possibility of 

having to repeat expensive and 

time-consuming studies, including animal 

studies looms large” 

Additionally, adds Neil “Another aspect to 

consider is commercial viability and if a 

substance is going to cost tens of thousands 

of pounds to register, suppliers have to make 

a business decision as to whether this is 

worthwhile and beneficial to their 

organisation.”

This cost will enhance 

neither human or 

environmental 

protection and BASF 

are in regular dialogue 

with parliamentarians 

and government 

departments such as 

BEIS, Defra & DIT. It 

also builds joint 

positions with sectoral 

trade associations in 

the UK and the EU. In 

combination with the 

impact analysis, 

BASF has shared what it believes to be the 

longer-term impacts of implementation of 

the UK-REACH law as it currently stands, 

namely (1) UK affected chemical 

supply-chains will become more expensive 

(2)  UK chemical users will have a reduced 

palette of substances and fewer suppliers to 

choose from compared to the situation 

today and (3) Already complex and 

integrated chemical supply-chains will be 

disrupted due to the narrow registration 

window. 

Further to this, Neil also recommends that 

supply-chain actors and chemical users 

conduct their own impact assessments and if 

concerned, share their findings with relevant 

associations for guidance.

BASF is also engaging with supply-chain 

partners and has held regular customer 

workshops over the last 3 years. 

Governmental departments along with 

customs, supply-chain and regulatory 

experts have spoken at these. If you are a 

BASF, one of the world’s largest chemical 

businesses and raw material supplier to the 

UK adhesives and sealants sectors, has 

estimated that compliance with the new 

anticipated UK-REACH could cost it in the 

region of £70m.

BASF plc’s Regulatory Affairs Manager, Neil 

Hollis, told BASA that this regime replicates 

the EU’s REACH Regulation to a great extent 

but does not make allowances for the 

compliances already achieved in UK 

supply-chains whilst the UK was within the EU. 

“Therefore, substances manufactured in the 

UK or imported from non-EU states will have 

to be re-registered under the new UK 

legislation and crucially, those substances 

imported from EU countries will also have to 

be registered as the UK purchaser is no longer 

regarded as a downstream-user but is now 

defined as an importer. This change in status 

brings registration obligations “, he says. 

BASF imports approaching 1m tonnes of 

chemical products from continental Europe 

into the UK each year and has identified that 

to maintain these supply chains under 

UK-REACH, approximately 1,300 substances 

would need to be registered over a two year 

period after the end of the implementation 

period (currently expected, 31st Dec 2020). 

This estimated cost for registration is derived 

from two factors: negotiating access to the 

toxicology, ecotoxicology and physical 

property data required for the registration 

dossiers and paying the relevant fees to the 

UK competent authority.

Neil continues, “BASF is advocating a 

pragmatic approach for data-sharing within its 

joint registrations and consortia, where 

registrants who have already paid for a Letter 

of Access (LoA) for REACH, should not have to 

pay again for a right to access for UK-REACH. 

However, this decision is totally at the 

discretion of the data-owner and we are 

4Ward Testing is delighted to announce new 

ownership of the Laboratory by Mr Anthony 

Hanson, who has been working as our Quality 

Engineer for the last 6 years. The Sealant team 

remains the same, so our clients will still deal 

directly with Lesley and Paula and their team. 

The Laboratory is a UKAS Accredited Testing 

Laboratory No 0307, operating to ISO 

17025:2017 Quality System. We are a Notified 

Test Laboratory (System 3) No: 2538 for testing 

to BS EN 15651 Parts 1-4 (latest edition) 

Sealants for non-structural joints in Buildings 

and Pedestrian walkways and BS EN 12004 

Parts 1-2 (latest edition) Adhesives for ceramic 

tiles. We test to National and International 

Standards, including: BS, ASTM, SS, DIN, ISO, 

EN, MIL, IEC and other bespoke product 

specific methods. As well as our established 

Sealant testing we carry out a range of 

adhesive testing. 

An example of a PVA test to BS 5270 Part 

1:1989 Bond test is shown below.

customer of BASF, we recommend that you 

speak with your BASF contact regarding future 

events.

“If a deal cannot be struck between the 

respective negotiators, we believe 

that a dual-regulation system will 

create an uneven playing field for 

chemical users between the UK and 

the EU. We therefore continue to 

support an alternative synchronised 

pragmatic UK regulation, keeping 

costs, bureaucracy, technical barriers 

to trade and animal welfare 

concerns to a minimum without 

lowering the level of protection 

compared to EU-REACH”, concluded 

Neil Hollis. 
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